,I46             IMPERIAL ADMINISTRATION
Nearly a hundred and fifty years have passed since these directions, containing the heart of all true political magnanimity and wisdom, were issued by the Council of Calcutta to the Agents charged with the task of supervising the administration of Bengal. A very different theory of government in tropical and semi-tropical countries had been practised by other colonizing nations, but it is to the credit of the British administration of India that within the first decade of its exercise of political authority, it viewed the problem before it, not as the merciless exploitation of a lucrative estate, but as a responsibility for the lot of an oppressed and impoverished peasantry. In that spirit of paternal guidance and sympathy, the Government of India and of our dependencies has ever since proceeded. A slow Government, cautious to the point of timidity, suspicious of all new ideas outside the sphere of administrative improvement, but within that sphere swift, resolute, and enterprising, a Government unused to external criticism, and somewhat distrustful of external critics, but spotlessly pure, ceaselessly vigilant, studiously respectful of the religious and social traditions of the people, and single-minded in its devotion to the material and moral welfare of three hundred and fifteen million souls.
French Nationalism
THE spirit of Catholicism may be distinguished from the special quality of Catholic doctrine. The doctrine of Catholicism is universal. The spirit of Catholicism is a spirit of submission to the local pieties* inherited instincts, and particularizing forces of history. The doctrine of Catholicism posits a Universal Church; but the spirit of Catholicism, so for from being cosmopolitan, is ifttertwined with 'an unconscious tangle of exclusions and preferences accumulated in the passage .of centuries and transmitted from a distant past. It would seem that the absolute submission which the Church requires of the